WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A smoke generating assembly comprising: 

a) a disposable, prefiUed, smoke generating cartridge comprising: 

i) an outer covering defining a chamber with a central axis, the chamber containing 
wood smoke generating materials therein; 

ii) a perforate top portion of the outer covering; 

iii) an imperforate aimular upper portion of the covering attached to the top; 

iv) an imperforate, bottom portion of the covering sealing off the chamber to secure 
the smoke generating materials therein, the bottom portion constructed of a 
material that vigorously supports combustion when ignited; 

v) a tinder material within the lowermost portion of the chamber arranged to bum 
readily after the bottom portion is ignited; and 
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vi) a pluraUty of randomly disposed wood pellets arranged to smolder when ignited 
by the tinder material, the pellets filling the chamber above the tinder material 
while providing ample interstitial spaces for fi-ee passage of smoke therethrough, 
the pellets arranged to swell fi-om heat and moisture emitted by the burning 
bottom portion to hold together vdthin the upper portion of the chamber after the 
bottom portion has burned away; 

b) a cartridge holder for supporting the cartridge therein with the central axis vertical while 
the cartridge is smoldering and emitting smoke, the holder comprising: 

i) an open top dimensioned to pass therethrough the upper and bottom portions of 
the cartridge while engaging the top portion to thereby hold the cartridge with the 
central axis vertical to enable smoke to be fi-eely emitted firom the top portion by 
convection; 

ii) an imperforate upper section dimensioned to closely enclose the upper portion of 
the cartridge to shield it fi-om combustion; and 

iii) a perforate lower section to fi-eely pass air to the smoldering cartridge. 

2. The assembly according to claim 1 in which the bottom portion is made of paper pulp 
impregnated with a nitrate salt. 
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3. The assembly according to claim 2 in which the tinder material is wood particles 
impregnated with a nitrate salt. 

4. The assembly according to claim 3 in which the top portion is made of cardboard. 

5. A disposable, prefilled, smoke generating cartridge comprising: 

a) an outer covering defining a chamber with a central axis, the chamber containing 
wood smoke generating materials therein; 

b) a perforate, top portion of the outer covering; 

c) an imperforate annular upper portion of the covering attached to the top; 

d) an imperforate, bottom portion of the covering sealing off the chamber to secure the 
smoke generating materials therein, the bottom portion constructed of a material that 
vigorously supports combustion when ignited; 

e) a tinder material within the lowermost portion of the chamber arranged to bum 
readily after the bottom portion is ignited; and 

f) a plurality of randomly disposed wood pellets arranged to smolder when ignited by 
the tinder material, the pellets filling the chamber above the tinder material while 
providing ample interstitial spaces for fi-ee passage of smoke therethrough, the pellets 
arranged to swell from heat and moisture emitted by the burning bottom portion to 
hold together within the upper portion of the chamber after the bottom portion has 
burned away, when the cartridge is supported with the central axis vertical. 

6. The cartridge according to claim 5 in which the bottom portion is made of paper pulp 
impregnated with a nitrate salt 

7. The cartridge according to claim 6 in which the tinder material is wood particles impregnated 
with a nitrate salt. 

8. The cartridge according to claim 7 in which the top portion is made of cardboard. 

9. The cartridge according to claim 5 in which the wood pellets are made of compressed 
sawdust with a binder. 

10. A disposable, prefilled, smoke generating cartridge comprising: 

a) an outer covering defining a chamber with a central axis, the chamber containing 
wood smoke generating materials therein; 

b) a perforate, top portion of the outer covering; 



c) an imperforate annular upper portion of the covering attached to the top; 

d) an imperforate, bottom portion of the covering sealing off the chamber to secure the 
smoke generating materials therein, the bottom portion constructed of a material that 
vigorously supports combustion when ignited; 

e) a tinder material within the lowermost portion of the chamber arranged to bum 
readily after the bottom portion is ignited; and 

£) a plurality of randomly disposed wood pellets arranged to smolder when ignited by 
the tinder material, the pellets filling the chamber above the tinder material while 
providing ample interstitial spaces for fi:^ee passage of smoke therethrough, after the 
bottom portion has bumed away, when the cartridge is supported with the central axis 
vertical. 

11. The cartridge according to claim 10 in which the bottom portion is made of paper pulp 
impregnated with a nitrate salt. 

12. The cartridge according to claim 1 1 in which the tinder material is wood particles 
impregnated with a nitrate salt. 

13. The cartridge according to claim 12 in which the top portion is made of cardboard. 

14. The cartridge according to claim 10 in which the wood pellets are made of compressed 
sawdust with a binder. 
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